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NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SCIENCE FICTION GROUP
JUNE 18-20 TO FEATURE PROGRAMS BY NOTED WRITERS
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MISSOULA-Lectures and discussions by noted science fiction writers, and presentations of
scholarly papers will be featured at the 1976 National Conference of the Science Fiction
Research Association (SFRA) June 18-20 in Missoula.
Dr. Michael W. McClintock, assistant professor of English at the University of Montana
in Missoula, who is conference director, said a panel discussion entitled "Investigations of
the Future: The Discovery of Alternatives" will highlight the conference.

The panel

discussion will be held at 8 p.m. Friday, June 18, at the Village Motor Inn, the conference
headquarters.

The panel discussion will be open to the public without charge.

Policy issues addressed by the panelists and during other conference discussions will
include the use of terrestrial resources; the possible use of extraterrestrial resources;
the private and public actions that may limit or bring about such uses, and the social
consequences of the technology that resource utilization requires.
Members of the panel, and special guests at the conference, will include Poul Anderson,
Orinda, Calif.; Thomas Clareson, professor of English at the College of Wooster, Wooster,
Ohio, and outgoing president of the SFRA; Samuel R. Delany, New York, N.Y.; Gordon Dickson,
Minneapolis, Minn.; James Gunn, professor of English at the University of Kansas, Lawrence;
Frank Herbert, Port Townsend, Wash.; Barry Malzberg, Teaneck, N.J.; and Robert Scholes,
professor of English at Brown University, Providence, R.I.
Dr. Albert Borgmann, professor of philosophy at UM, and Dr. Jerry Plunkett, director
of the Magnetohydrodynamics Project at the Montana College of Mineral Science and Technology,
Butte, will also participate in the panel discussion.
- more -
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The panel discussion is made possible in par:-t by a $4,700 grant from the Montana
Committee for the Humanities, an affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities.
The MCH is based at UM.
Commenting on the MCH award, t-1cClintock said it is very unusual for the MCH to make
that large a grant to fund a single event.
Scholes, author of "Structural Fabulation," "Structuralism in Literature" and "The
Nature of Narrative," will deliver a paper adapted from his forthcoming history of science
fiction at 3 p.m. Saturday, June 19.

Clareson, editor of "Extrapolation" and "SF: The Other

Side of Realism," will present a lecture entitled "The American West in Science Fiction" at
9:30 a.m. Sunday, June 20.

Conference cosponsors include the UM College of Arts and Sciences and UM Department
of English.
Sessions during the conference, scheduled for 10 a.m. June 18-20, and 1 p.m. and
3 p.m. Friday and Saturday, June 18-19, will concern a variety of topics including science

fiction research, utopian literature, science fiction poetry and the history and development
of science fiction.
In addition, a publishing exhibit will be featured at the Missoula conference.
annual SFRA business luncheon and a conference banquet are also planned.
Registration fee for the conference is $20.
Conference part1cipants may receive one University of Montana gTaduate or undergraduate credit by registering through the UM Center for Continuing Education and
Summer Programs and paying an additional course fee of $21.
Additional information may be obtained by writing to Michael W. McClintock,
Department of English, University of Montana, Missoula, Mont. 59801, or by phoning
243-4363, 243-5231, or 728-7337.
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